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“All Israel is responsible, one for the other.”  
         - Talmud Shavuot 39a    
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Buy a brick in the 
new walkway into 
the shul’s rear 
entrance. 
 
 

$108 per standard 4x8 brick 
20 characters per line, 2 lines max 
Up to 2 extra lines @ $25 per line 

  
Send a check with your text to the 
office today to order your brick! 

 
 

King of Prussia and Willow Grove  
to host 13th Annual  

The Shopping Benefit Event  
Wednesday, October 20 &  
Thursday October 21, 2010   

10am - 10pm  
Purchase a ticket for 

$10 to benefit 
Congregations of 

Shaare Shamayim . 

· Join us in-store at 
either store location 
on the days of the 
event for a fun-filled 
day of activities and 
shopping. 

· Don't forget to bring 
your ticket with you - 
Bloomingdale's donates $5 for each of our 
supporters attending that day! 

�

We are planning for a  Scholar in Residence 
Shabbat followed by a festive celebration 

on Sunday.  
 

 Call the office if you are interested in 
helping on the committee. 
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Dear Friends, 
We have come together to 
celebrate the unique family 
reunion that is our New 
Year.  I would like to invite 
all of us to reflect during the 
High Holiday season on how 
to build our Congregational 
community, strengthen our 

families, and rejuvenate our spiritual approach to 
life. 

Dennis Prager writes that Judaism has become a 
religion that worships "Nachas." Jewish practices 
are all about making our parents and grandparents 
proud, and getting together with family on 
occasion. That's not necessarily a bad thing but it's 
not enough. If Judaism doesn't serve some greater 
purpose -- if it doesn't speak to the world, if it 
doesn't create a sense of meaning for us -- then it 
doesn't deserve to exist. If Judaism is merely an 
excuse for a family get together then I'm not sure 
why we should bother maintaining an elaborate 
way of life. 

Judaism is a powerful force in creating a sense 
of purpose and meaning in the life of the 
individual.  Victor Frankl, the Holocaust survivor 
and psychologist, founded the School of 
Logotherapy based on the premise that without 
meaning, life is not worth living.  You can take 
everything away from a person but you can't take 
away his/her sense of purpose. 

What is true of the individual is equally true 
about Judaism. We can only survive as a people if 
we believe that Judaism still has something to 
contribute to our lives and to the world. Call it 
whatever you like: Tikkun Olam, repairing the 
world; Kiddush Hashem, sanctifying the world 
through our actions; Tikvah, a sense of hope and 
optimism. Blind chauvinism and empty pride aren't 
enough. What good does it do to be a Jew in my 
heart?  Judaism challenges us to change ourselves 
and to change the world. 

There have always been people who were 
willing to put everything on the line in their search 
to discover meaning in their way of life. Edmund 
Fleg was a French writer and playwright who  
searched for the spiritual meaning in Jewish life. 
Fleg believed that renewing the Jewish spirit was 
crucial for Jewish survival!  Fleg's most famous 
statement, "I am a Jew,” set an agenda for all Jews. 

I believe this statement, written in 1927, still speaks to 
us today: 

I am a Jew because my faith demands no 
abdication of the mind. 

I am a Jew because my faith demands all the 
devotion of the heart. 

I am a Jew because wherever there is suffering 
the Jew weeps. 

I am a Jew because whenever there is despair the 
Jew hopes. 

I am a Jew because the promise of our faith is a 
universal promise. 

I am a Jew because for the Jew the world is not 
complete; people must complete it. 

Fleg's statement goes on.  I suspect if each of us 
here took the time to think about why Judaism is 
important to us, we could add our own statements to 
this affirmation. The challenge, however, is to 
transform these statements into a way of life, so that 
we live with meaning and purpose. 

I am proud to be a Jew.  I am a survivor.  Countless 
generations have come before me and countless will 
follow.  Many have suffered and struggled so I could 
stand here today.  But now that I'm here, what will I 
do with my faith?  How can I make a difference in the 
world? How can I teach my children that to be a Jew 
is both a privilege and a responsibility? 

As the New Year begins, that is the challenge to 
which we must rise! I ask each of you to strengthen 
our Congregational Community.  Every one of us, 
single or married, old or young, religious or secular, 
enthusiastic or ambivalent, Jewish by birth, by choice, 
by soul or by sympathy, has an essential contribution 
to make to our Congregational family. 

May our Heavenly Father grace us with the 
awareness that we are all His beloved children.  May 
we all call each other brother and sister.  May our love 
for community bring God’s blessings for a healthy, 
sweet, prosperous, and happy New Year.  May we 
support, build and experience the joy of Israel through 
which the world will be blessed with peace. 

Our clergy and my family join me in wishing you a 
ketiva ve’chatimah tovah.  May you be written in the 
Book of Life for a good year of health, prosperity and 
may you be blessed with all the blessings written in 
our Holy Torah. 

 
Shalom, 
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Gary A. Krimstock, Esq. Martin Katzin 
Joan Cohen Bertram Shaiman* 
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Sidney Portnoe David Silver* 
Marvin Karff* Harold Levin 
Edward Snyder Morris Rush* 
Michael Bittman Leonard Ginsberg 
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Sisterhood President Bobbie Slosberg & Denise Ellner 
Men’s Club President Harris Popolow  
PTA Co-Presidents Emily Cohen & Howard Rosen 
Empty Nesters Don Spangler 
Mid-Life Maniacs Reneé Berger 

The Congregations of Shaare Shamayim 
9768 Verree Road • Philadelphia, PA 19115 

 
Telephone: 215-677-1600 • Fax: 215-677-4209 

Email: office@shaareshamayim.org 
Web: www.shaareshamayim.org 

Preschool Telephone: 215-673-2323 
Preschool Email: Preschool@shaareshamayim.org 

  
Dr. Jean Claude Klein   Daniel Wolpe   Arnold H. Feldman 
            Rabbi                          Associate Rabbi            Rabbi Emeritus  

 Don C. Samuels           Tobi D. Levin          Michael Bitton 
           Cantor                               President                     Associate Cantor 

 Sherri Herschfeld                        Jacques A. Lurie 
  Preschool Director             Executive Director/Religious School Director 

Judi Shapiro 
Teen  Learning Community Director 

*of blessed memory 
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�� 'Shana Tova,  and 
welcome back to the 
Congregations of Shaare 

Shamayim.  On behalf of the 
Officers and Board of Directors, 
I want to express my heartfelt 
thanks to you for being with us 
again this year as we begin 
the 50th Anniversary of our 

beloved Shul.  Watch for events being planned 
throughout the year leading up to a celebration 
weekend culminating with a Scholar in Residence 
Weekend and festive Brunch on Sunday, May 22, 
2011. 

 We are pleased to present our Annual Magazine 
to you again this year.  This magazine allows us to 
highlight many events that took place during the past 
year and to feature upcoming programs being 
offered.  Yasher Koach to Karen Simansky, Gwen 
Lurie, our Office Staff - Carrie, Fran, Stacey and 
Susan, Barry Good and Jacques Lurie for their 
enthusiasm and hours of time and energy that went 
into publishing this Magazine in-house.  This means 
that all the money made from our advertisers gets to 
stay right here to help offset our High Holiday 
expenses. 

 As you read about the events of our past year, you 
can see that many programs were offered to 
strengthen our community by providing fun ways to 
spend time with friends and build spirituality.  Our 
shul's production of OLIVER! was a huge success 
and included many congregants of all ages.   We 
were especially excited to have Rabbi Klein shine in 
his role as Fagan.  Yasher Koach to Selma Dubrow 
and her talented actors and production staff!   

 Speaking of big productions, I hope you all had 
an opportunity to watch as our resident carpenters Ed 
Riley, Alan Kanefsky and their workmen constructed 
the "World's Largest Dreidel" outside in the parking 
lot.  What an amazing sight it was to behold!  Yasher 
Koach to all involved in the planning, building and 
organizing of the Hanukkah party.   

 Sisterhood sponsored another very successful 
Baby Shower for needy babies and young children in 
our neighborhood.  Through the generosity of so 
many of our members, we were able to provide much 
needed clothes, formula, diapers and accessories to 
Jewish Family Service for distribution. 

 Our Mitzvah Committee and Cook-For-A-Friend 
programs have been overwhelmed with requests for 

help, not only for members in our community, but for 
members of our Shul this year, too.  Through 
donations to both of these very worthy programs, we 
have helped members pay their electric bills, receive 
school supplies, clothing, food for families 
through supermarket Scrip, and obtain Breakfast 
Bags and homemade dinners from the JCC Mitzvah 
Pantry.  We can feel very proud when we support 
others who subscribe to the values that Jews help one 
another and support others in giving gifts throughout 
the Jewish community.  

 Men's Club sponsored two trips to New York 
City.  They provided the bus and you had the 
opportunity to see a show, shop or just people 
watch. October brought the Annual Meet the 
Candidates Brunch, and each month thereafter Men's 
Club sponsored its Sunday Brunch meetings with 
guest speakers.  In March, with the help of our Empty 
Nesters Group, the Red Cross Blood Drive received 
enormous support from our Congregants.   

 PTA continues to impress us with new ideas for 
their Annual Purim Carnival Extravaganza.    This 
year, many games were available for children of all 
ages, with great food, prizes and, of course, delicious 
home-made hamantashen.    All of the monies raised 
by PTA benefit our students and the Religious School 
directly. 

 Our Tribute to Rabbi and Carole Feldman and 
Cantor and Sylvia Samuels was absolutely 
wonderful.  It was nice to see many of our long-time 
congregants attend to honor our Rabbi Emeritus and 
Cantor.  Many of our current congregants were not 
members during the "Feldman era" but should be 
aware of the enormous contributions that Rabbi and 
Carole made to a very young congregation as they 
helped us establish ourselves as the largest 
Traditional Shul in Philadelphia.  Our current 
congregants came out to honor our Cantor for all of 
his efforts over the years to strengthen our synagogue 
including the B’Nai Mitzvah training of most of our 
children.  Our thanks to Miriam Chanin and her 
committee for their efforts on this well deserved 
honor to both gentlemen and their wives. 

 Rabbi Klein conducted Adult Education classes 
along with his weekly fall and  spring classes held 
with Sisterhood.  Rabbi Klein also held classes 
throughout the year with our Confirmation Class as 
they prepared for their Confirmation held on 
Shavout.   

June brought the culmination of a year long search 
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President Tobi D. Levin 
Executive Vice President Howard Katzoff 
VP  Coordinator Linda Korsin 
VP Administration Rhona Sloan 
VP Ways and Means Michael Goldinger 
VP Membership Karen Simansky 
VP  Retention Miriam Chanin 
VP Finance Marion Lomonosoff 
Treasurer Norman Marks 
Secretary Barry Pogach 

Counsel Gary A. Krimstock, Esq. 
Beth Chaim Past President Michael Bittman 
Beth Emeth Past Presidents Len Ginsberg & Diana Gottlieb 

for an Associate Rabbi to lead our Conservative 
Services.  Many thanks to Michael Bittman, Howard 
Katzoff and their committee of dozens for their hard 
work and dedication.  Our gratitude to Michael 
Bittman for leading our Friday Night services 
throughout most of the year.  We are pleased to have 
Rabbi Daniel Wolpe join our Religious Staff and I 
know both Rabbi Klein and Cantor Bitton have 
enjoyed having the support and assistance of Rabbi 
Wolpe.  We welcome Rabbi Wolpe and his family 
to our Congregational Family. 

As you can see from just a short recap of this past 
year, our shul was busy with so much to offer our 
members.  We hope that during this upcoming year 
you will join us for our Religious services, 
Sisterhood and Men's Club programs, Adult or 
Family Education classes, encourage your teens to 
participate in TLC or stop by to shop in our 
Sisterhood Treasures Gift Shop.  Think of your shul 
as a second home, a place you are always welcome 
and we’re always glad to see you!  Make a 
commitment to get involved and volunteer to make 
a difference at Shaare Shamayim.  I know that you 
will be glad that you did! 
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�� ommunity…  It’s the essence of all things 
Jewish.  The Talmud tells us “All Israel is 
responsible, one for the other.”  This theme 

permeates our lives. 
Pirkei Avot (Ethics of our Fathers) teaches us that 

Judaism is built on three principles: Torah, Worship 
and Acts of Kindness.   Community is at the core of 
all three components. 

Torah:  G-d’s law given to the people of Israel is 
a way of life for an entire community.  We study 
together on Shabbat and through Life-long Learning 
classes all year. Our Clergy are deeply engaged in 
the teaching of Torah.  Our Teen Learning 
Community and Religious School prepare our next 
generation. 

Avoda (Worship):  Our Shabbat and daily 
services take place in an atmosphere of warm 
fellowship.  We pray together in a minyan, celebrate 
all of our life cycle events as a community, and in 
times of loss we support each other through shiva.  
In our prayers we ask for forgiveness  from G-d for 
the sins which WE as a community have committed.    
When we celebrate at home as a family for Shabbat, 

Sukkot and Passover, we welcome friends and 
neighbors to join us. 

Gemilut Chasadim (Acts of Kindness):  It is part of 
the Jewish soul to reach out to others.  We help our 
children and elder parents, our local community 
through the Mitzvah Committee, Cook-for-a-Friend, 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, and food and clothing 
collections.  We contribute to our global Jewish 
community through support of Israel, Ethiopian Jewry, 
etc.  And we provide assistance to the non-Jewish 
world community through donations during 
earthquakes and other disasters. 

One of the first songs we teach our children 
embodies our desire to live in peace as a community.  
“Hine ma tov uma nayim shevet achim gam yachad.”  
How good and pleasant it is for brothers and sisters to 
dwell as one, to live together in peace.  (Psalm 133) 

As Hillel said, “If I am not for myself, who will be 
for me?  If I am only for myself then what am I?  If not 
now, when?”  It is NOW time to get more involved 
with the Congregations of Shaare Shamayim 
community and bring your friends and neighbors with 
you! 
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�� e are a unique synagogue with 
dual track services and blessed 
with two sets of clergy.  Our 

Traditional Service is led by Rabbi Jean 
Claude Klein and long-time Cantor Don C. 
Samuels.  Our Conservative Service is 
currently being conducted by our newest 
clergy arrival, Rabbi Daniel Wolpe and 
cantorial responsibilities reside with Cantor 
Michael Bitton.  Arnold H. Feldman lends 
support as our Rabbi Emeritus. 

Our clergy are eminently qualified to guide 
our congregation through all aspects of Torah.  
Their collective commitment is to encourage 
us to embrace our Jewish heritage and rejoice 
in our shared experiences.  They are the bond 
that fosters our social cohesion. 

They understand a strong, educated and 
involved congregation yields a dynamic, 
robust community. 

With the idea of “mutual response” – all of 
us responsible to one another and sharing 
common goals - our clergy help us to navigate 
toward an understanding of G-d’s laws so that 
we may apply them in our lives everyday. 

From conducting the “celebrations of 
community” like B’Nai Mitzvot, Hanukkah 
programs and Purim events, to participating in 
Daily Minyan, Yiskor and Confirmation 
classes, our clergy strive to demonstrate the 
strength of communal activity and the beauty 
in being united by faith and fate.  They help 
us maintain shared memories and traditions 
and sustain our synagogue’s legacy. 
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�� abbi Daniel Wolpe was ordained by the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in 1996.  He 
has served synagogues in Boca Raton, 

Orlando, Detroit and   Albany.  He has served on 
the Orlando Cabinet of JNF and as President of the 
Greater Orlando Board Of Rabbis.  Additionally, he 
served on  Governor of Michigan Jennifer 
Granholm's commission on faith based initiatives. 
An experienced educator, Rabbi Wolpe has taught 
all ages from  preschool children to adults and was 
an adjunct Professor at Rollins College for  

five years.  Rabbi Wolpe is also a produced 
playwright whose shows have been run in 
Philadelphia, New York, Los Angeles, Boston, 
Albany and Jerusalem.  

As a “hometown boy,” who comes from a 
distinguished family of Rabbis, he is delighted to 
return to his “roots” and assume the position of 
Associate Rabbi at CSS. 

 Rabbi Wolpe lives with his wife, Susie (a nurse) 
and children, Jenna, 16; Jake, 11; and Alex, 5. 
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�� ess gadol hiya po – A great miracle 
happened here – here being Congregations 
of Shaare Shamayim, not Israel as it is 

traditionally recited.  On a clear crisp December 
night this past year over 300 people from our Shul, 
school and Northeast community stood in awe as 
bright lights illuminated our achievement, the 
World’s Largest Dreidel.  Its majestic presence 
remained throughout the holiday with people 
returning multiple times to behold it.  One astute four 
year old, who had been there that night and brought 
his grandfather back by day after carefully 
explaining the evening’s events said, “but Saba I like 
it better during the day because it looks like the top is 
reaching up to touch G-d.” 

To me as both the Executive Director and the 
Education Director  our true accomplishment with 
our record setting dreidel was community – the 
community of children,  from preschool through 
teens and adults, who crafted it, purchased supplies, 
painted, constructed and hoisted it - creating a 
symbol of our holiday of victory over assimilation 
and annihilation as a Jewish people, so many years 
ago - and the community of hundreds, who gathered 
that evening, to ooh and aah outside and sing, dance, 
eat latkes and light the Hanukkiah inside.  

As I looked around the room that evening, I 
swelled with pride at the extraordinary sense of 
cohesion and community amidst the celebration.  I 
reflected on all the hours, days and weeks of joint 
effort that had brought us to this point – proud to be 
part of this wonderful community of CSS and fully 
knowing that a beautiful occurrence truly happened 
here. 

I have experienced this pride in our CSS 
community on numerous times this past year – 
through some trials and tribulations, I watched 
respectful resolution amidst passionately held 
feelings and beliefs and through wonderful 

programming and projects, often with school and 
Shul as one – i.e. like our jelly bean Tu B’Shevat 
Tree and our wonderful production of Oliver!, to 
name just two.  And in these difficult economic 
times, I was overcome with pride at the generosity 
of our congregants and the decisions of Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors to provide 
emotional and material support to our ever 
increasing numbers in need.  From our position atop 
the hill, we try to remain a beacon of light and hope, 
direction, services and programs to our broader 
community as well as to our own.  We strive to not 
be haughty in our position of survival, where so 
many have shuttered their doors, but rather, 
generous of spirit and inclusive with our personal 
gifts. 

In the pages of this journal, put together lovingly 
and most competently by Karen Simansky and 
Gwen Lurie, you can read of the myriad of activities 
of this past year.  You too, will be proud as you 
peruse these pages and see what we have to offer 
spiritually, educationally, programmatically and 
communally.  Know that it does not happen 
magically or in a vacuum.  We are blessed with 
compassionate learned clergy, dedicated 
professional and administrative staff, outstanding 
religious school and preschool faculties and devoted 
lay leaders. Each contributing his or her own 
expertise and commitment into this beautiful fabric 
of community we call CSS, creating a vibrant, 
creative, connected entity.  I am humbled to oversee 
this school and Shul on a daily basis and grateful for 
each and every effort that in combination gives us 
our strength and staying power.  For those not 
already involved, hopefully this journal will inspire 
you to add your individual, indelible mark to our 
community - to reach out in areas that interest you 
or to initiate ones we haven’t yet begun.  I promise 
you will be welcomed and immensely rewarded for 
your efforts. 

On behalf of my wife Gwen and daughters Becca 
and Marlena, we extend New Year’s greeting and 
wish that you and your family be blessed with 
health, happiness, prosperity and a sense of purpose 
in 5771.  May our magnificent community of CSS 
continue to “go from strength to strength.”  
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Our Martini Bar has been a very welcome 
addition to our formal dinners. 

Our intentions were to present these programs 
to encourage the development of lasting 
friendships and build community. 

This past year, we honored the past presidents 
of Sisterhood including all of those from merged 
Congregations.   We felt it essential to pay tribute 
and applaud our rich history and to acknowledge 
our outstanding leadership. The Tribute Book will 
be a lovely keepsake for these dedicated women.  

This year we will be collaborating with the 
various arms of Congregation, acting as a 
cohesive unit, to bring Congregants unique 
programs in our efforts to help advance our 
shared commitment to CSS.   

  Remember non-members (and this includes 
gentlemen) are always welcome to attend our 
events.    Show your support throughout the year 
by purchasing supermarket scrip, Golden and 
Simcha Cards and by shopping at the Sisterhood 
Gift shop.  Come join with your “Sisters,” make 
new friends and help keep our community 
vibrant. 

�� isterhood of Congregations of Shaare 
Shamayim is a very active and integral part 
of Congregation.  While socializing with our 

“Sisters,” we raise funds to help with the financial 
obligations of Congregation.  Our commitment 
goes well beyond the walls of our building.  Many 
of you may not realize that Sisterhood is a large 
supporter of the Mitzvah Fund, which helps those 
less fortunate in our community.  The Barbara 
Dratch Fund sends out holiday gift baskets several 
times a year to our college students.  We hope this 
helps them to continue to stay connected to our 
Shul family.  Every January we sponsor a ‘Baby 
Shower’ as part of our Community Outreach 
Program.  

For those who were looking to enjoy shared 
cultural events we offered two successful Book 
Review/luncheons, toured Chanticleer Gardens 

and the Trenton City Museum and capped off the 
year with an afternoon Broadway show of “The 
Addams Family.”  Our 
evening meetings also were a 
venue for entertainment. 

 Our community certainly 
enjoys eating!  In addition to 
our annual membership and 
donor dinners, we serve light 
meals at our bingo nights, 
snack at every meeting and 
help prepare for the weekly 
Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush.  
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It’s easier than ever to be Kosher in NE Philadelphia! 

 
We welcome some new establishments to our community.  Congregations of Shaare 
Shamayim encourages our congregants to patronize the new establishments in addition to 
those who have supported our community over the years. 

��2!% &%3!24 � Address Phone CSS 
Affiliation  

Expresso Café and Sushi Bar 7814 Castor Avenue 215-745-0130   

Holy Land Pizza 8010 Castor Avenue 215-725-7444   

Holy Land Grill 7628 Castor Avenue 215-725-7000   

Judah Mediterranean Grille 9311 Krewstown Road 215-613-6110   

Max and David’s Restaurant 8120 Old York Road, Elkins Park 215-885-2400   

Palace Royal 9859 Bustleton Avenue 215-677-3323 Advertiser 

-$25�&���%!4 �       
Genuardi’s 737 Huntingdon Pike, HV 215-379-6900   

Glendale Kosher Meats & Poultry 
Market 

9305 Banes Street 215-969-6599 Congregant 

Itsik Glatt Kosher Butcher 7614 Castor Avenue 215-722-4400   

Klapholz Kosher at Young Israel of 
Elkins Park 

7715 Montgomery Avenue 215-886-8600   

Shoprite, Kosher on the Boulevard 11000 Roosevelt Boulevard 215-673-1200 Supporter 

Simon’s Kosher Meat Products 6926 Bustleton Avenue 215-624-5695   

Trader Joe’s 979 Old York Road, Abington 215-885-5240   

������2"'�3!��%!�&�&2 �       
Barclay Caterers 10960 Dutton Road 215-612-2837   

Food Design by Axelrod 921 E. Chelten Avenue 215-843-2292 Advertiser 

�%6�&74 �       
Hesh’s Eclair Bake Shoppe 7721 Castor Avenue 215-742-8575   

Lipkin’s Bakery 8013 Castor Avenue 215-342-3005 Advertiser 

Rolings Bakery 7898 Montgomery Avenue, 
Cheltenham 

215-635-5524   

U Take The Cake 447 2nd Street Pike, Southampton 215-953-7580   

�%3'74 �       
Sugar Rush 163 Byberry Road 215-969-0928 Advertiser 

	"3�4�    

Sisterhood Treasures Our Lobby!  Sisterhood 
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�� his is the twentieth year of the Mitzvah 
Committee. The soul of our Shul has 
reached out with compassion and 

confidentiality to feed, clothe, and rescue our 
Synagogue family and neighbors. We have built a 
city-wide reputation for gemilut chasadim, acts of 
loving kindness, that is known even beyond the 
city limits. When a single mother needs to feed her 
children, you are there. When a member needs 
utilities turned back on, we are there. When 
children need winter coats and boots, we are there. 
You have read the stories in The Scroll. Every time 
you make a loving donation to the CSS Mitzvah 
Fund, your arms reach out and embrace your 
congregation family and your community. No one 

���8�����������

  

�� he joyful sounds of Team Ruach in song are 
a treat to experience.  Expressing love of 
Judaism through words and song builds 

strong spirit among our youth and encourages them 
to be a part of something larger than themselves.  
Whether the songs are short or long, meaningful or 

just fun, the team’s voices rise as one to give 
confidence to all to join in.  This group of dedicated 
students practices and then leads the Religious 
School at Shabbatons, Sukkah sleepovers and 
anywhere that community is celebrated. 

is ever alone. When no one else hears their cry, the 
Mitzvah Committee does. We are the one place 
where everyone finds love and support. The need 
has become overwhelming. Beautiful rainbow 
cards to honor a simcha or respect someone’s 
much loved memory are available through the 
office or the Mitzvah Committee. Every penny of 
your donation becomes a mitzvah. The One-In-A-
Hundred Club is comprised of member families 
who donate a hundred dollars to rescue and 
support someone in dire circumstances. Please 
open your hearts during the year so that your 
mitzvot will continue to spread your compassion 
where it is needed most. Donations in any amount 
are appreciated all year long. 
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           Building our Future American Jewish Community… 
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Jessica Beaver, Sarah Bittman, Ilana 
Rosenblum, Hannah Freifeld, Michael Kudosh, 
Alex Neff, Rabbi Klein, Cantor Michael Bitton, 

Jacques Lurie 

���*���������������

��������	

� �
���
����	

�������������� �

������������������������ �
����������������������� �

�
���������
������������!�����

����� �

	�t has been five years since 
the inception of T.L.C. 
From an amorphous idea, a 

community of teens and parents 
has emerged in ways we never 
could have imagined.  This past 
May 16th – Shabbat evening – 

was a perfect example of the strength and 
cohesion of our unique sub-community within 
the larger community of CSS.  

One 11th grader exuberantly exclaimed to 
me at the end of the evening – “Wow – what a 
great night.  What an amazing community 
TLC is.  I am so happy I am part of it.” Those 
sentiments were expressed in similar ways by 
so many others.  For Jacques and myself, that 
is both rewarding and a call to continue 
programs that work and to seek new relevant 
avenues to  reach our teen population and their 
parents. 

For me, that evening was especially 
poignant, as I gazed at the faces of our seniors, 
all sitting together, as I spoke to them.  This 
was the first group that began TLC with me 
and stayed to the very end.  Their trust and 
that of their parents and all that we shared 

together over these years are things I will treasure 
always.  It was an evening of milestones – for our 
graduating 12th graders, our incoming Hei graduates, 
our soon to be confirmands and one TLCnik whose 
bar mitzvah was the next morning.  In addition to the 
various ceremonies we incorporated to honor, 
welcome and say goodbye, Michael Bittman 
seamlessly incorporated each individual group in 
separate, unique ways during services that evening – 
another magnificent feeling of community. 

Too much transpired throughout the year to fit into 
one article – an educational family trip to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, social action projects 
and programs, Israel programming, teen issues, a 
phenomenal “sold-out” retreat to name a few and an 
active, involved parent committee supporting it all.  
We even created TLC t-shirts through the joint effort 
of our parents and creative and entrepreneurial teens!! 

I feel blessed to be part of this caring, loving, 
connected community.  With gratitude to all, I extend 
best wishes for the New Year. 

 
� � � �������������
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The “C” is for Community! 
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�� hen we speak of 
Gemilut Chasadim-  
creating community 

through acts of kindness and care 
- we think of our Cook-For-A-
Friend Program.  Our volunteers 
meet once a month and cook 
about 100 Kosher meals.  The 
program is partnered with the 
Mitzvah Food Bank at the JCC 
Klein Branch and cooked 
packaged foods are distributed to 
those unable to prepare for 
themselves. The planning, cooking and packaging of these meals is done by dedicated volunteers. The need 
has been great over the last few years and the program relies on the generosity of donations received.  The 
family of Moe Davis has established a fund to support this endeavor and encourages you to give when you 
can. 

Donations are gratefully accepted and can be made acknowledging special events, Yahrzeit or as an act of 
tzedakah.  CSS does not fund this project. 

Cooking together imbues our community with the warmth of sharing and caring, strengthens relationships, 
old or new and creates a sense of purpose.  All of these are components of a successful shul community. 

����
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�� ocated in the Lobby between the Traditional Sanctuary and the Sanctuary in the Karff, you can find our 
“Sisterhood Treasures.”   A perfect source for holiday and gift-giving, this store has gifts for all ages 
and interests.  From practical Judaica to jewelry and objets d’art and Kosher wines, you can find an 

assortment of gifts to please.  Since we all use these items, it’s nice to satisfy your needs in one shop. 
Your purchases support the Congregational community as Sisterhood generously donates an annual 

amount to the synagogue based on yearly sales.  Stop by, window shop, chat with members of your Sisterhood 
family and feel a part of your community. 

Wine for your  
holiday table 

Books and 
toys for 

children and 
grandchildren Judaica 

����������	
���
�����	
Something for 

everyone  
and  

for every occasion 
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From Mrs. Reiff, our three year olds’ teacher: 
One of our 3 year olds’ favorite times each 

week is Shabbat.  We feel it is wonderful that our 
school family is able to come together each week 
and share something special that we have learned.  
Seeing the children become excited about Shabbat 
and want to share their songs and poems is so 
rewarding.  Also, when the children have their 
families come into experience Shabbat with us, it 
just makes it more special. The man of the hour is 
always Cantor Samuels.  Each week Cantor comes 
dancing down the aisle as the children are calling, 
“Cantor, Cantor!!”   The Cantor starts to sing and 
“chai” fives each and every child. 

It is a memorable experience! 
 
 
 

From Mrs. Lipschutz, a pre-k teacher:  
We look forward to coming to school to learn, 

laugh and play with your children. Working at 
CSS has always felt like an extended family.  
What a wonderful feeling having sibling after 
sibling join our school.  It’s such a special treat 
when past graduates come back to visit.  Children 
are like flowers.  I love to watch them blossom 
and grow as the year unfolds.  I feel so fortunate 
to work in a place where we are greeted every day 
by such adorable smiling faces!! I enjoy preparing 
them for their journey through life as they acquire 
new skills throughout the year. 

From our kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Sannutti: 
I have been a teacher at Shaare Shamayim for 

22 years. Each of these years has been an 
extraordinary experience for me.  I teach because 
of my love for children.  I feel so valuable to 
have such an impact on the kindergarten 
children.  I feel I am setting the foundation for 
their future school years, and I feel so fortunate 
to be able to have an influence in their very 
young lives. Teaching Jewish values to young 
children is also very rewarding to me.  It gives 
me great pleasure to see the children bring 
tzedakah each Friday: they know they are 
helping someone less fortunate than themselves.  
The excitement in our classroom is 
overwhelming when we do our mitzvah project 
every fall.  

It is truly a pleasure to go to work each day 
and see the beautiful faces of our kindergarten 
and preschool children.  

“Hibernation” 

From our Religious School Teachers, Mira Brown, 
Sue Konell, Jack Belitsky, Andrea Miller, Helen 
Schaeffer, Talma Solar, Gina Mamikonyan and 
Moriah Wolmark: 

From 4:30 to 7:00 Wednesday afternoons, and 
from 9 to 12:30 on Sunday mornings, the religious 
school teachers at Shaare Shamayim make meaning 
and understanding of our Jewish traditions.  How do 
we do it, you ask?  We are a kehillah, an educational 
community, and our passion for knowledge is 
contagious! From Mechinah, where rudimentary 
letters are learned, to Hei, where life cycles and the 
Holocaust are studied in-depth, the teaching staff at 
CSS is nurturing and includes family in all 
activities. 

Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) is a mitzvah 
we fulfill daily and chesed (loving-kindness) is 
unconditional. We give tzedakah and daven 
everyday.  Every student is taught to awaken and 
say the Modeh Ani and the Shemah.  Teffilah 
continues to be practiced in the classroom and 
students are encouraged to attend Jr. Congregation 
services each Shabbat morning.  This year, Hebrew 
vocabulary and conversation will be especially 
strengthened. 

���
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�� h y 
d o 

children come 
t o  o u r 
Preschool and 
how do they 
learn?  Studies 

have shown that children learn 
through play while building upon 
prior knowledge. They explore 
their world with creative and 
explorative hands-on activities 
which encourage curiosity 
through child-directed and teacher
-directed activities within the 
context of a high quality 
developmentally appropriate 

preschool program. We provide a 
stimulating and challenging 
curriculum which promotes the 
deve lopment  o f  ch i ld ren 
cognitively, socially, emotionally, 
creatively, and physically. 
Children know that coming to 
school at CSS is fun! 

Children love to build with 
blocks. While building with 
blocks, children are learning 
physics, developing math and 
problem solving skills.  Children 
love to write, color, paint, make 
collages, build structures and then 
decorate their masterpiece. They 
are developing fine motor skills 
which will aid them when it is 

continued to discover how to make 
our world “greener,” watched 
tadpoles become frogs and butterflies 
emerge from their chrysalis. We 
created messy science experiments 
and learned what happens next. 

Childhood obesity is a serious 
problem in our country; therefore our 
children have a multitude of outlets 
t o  p romo te  t h e i r  ph ys i ca l 
development.  We have two enclosed 
outdoor play areas to run, slide, 
climb, whirl, imagine, and jump. Our 
toddlers love to play in the soft 
sculpture room.  We have a bike 
room we use to run and ride, play 
basketball, or parachute play when 
the weather is cold or wet outside.  
Our aerobics teacher and Israeli 
dance teacher provide fun and 
physical activities weekly while 
building Hebrew vocabulary. 
Knowing that there is a correlation 

time to write.  Dressing up in 
costumes, adult clothing, and 
pretending to be someone they 
are not, help them to problem 
solve, express themselves, 
develop coping skills, social 
skills, and encourage critical 
thinking. When singing and 
remembering finger plays our 
chi ldren are developing 
language sequencing, and 
increasing memory.  Our music 
teacher engages the children as 
they sing, wiggle, and dance to 
original songs. Our librarian and  
teachers read stories throughout 
the day, thus, promoting early 
literacy skill acquisition, which 

a ids in  language 
development, critical 
thinking, and allows 
children to ask questions 
and find answers to those 
questions.  They discover 
the world of science to 
be a wonderful ly 
exciting place to ask 
q u e s t i o n s ,  t e s t 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d 
d i s c o v e r  n e w 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 

amazement. 
Our curriculum ensures that 

the exciting world of discovery 
is open to the children.  They 
experienced planting in our 
garden, meeting a full size 
sleeping bear in our hibernation 
cave, visited cities in 
Israel without leaving 
our building, and 
explored computer 
programs.  They also 
enjoyed a pancake 
pajama party to 
celebrate the letter “P,” 
explored the art of Eric 
Carles and made their 
own art gallery.  They 
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between  cogn i t i ve 
development in young 
children and music or 
dance, we instituted a 
ballroom dance class for 
o u r  k i n d e r g a r t e n 
students.  They enjoy the 
class while enhancing 
l i s t e n i n g  s k i l l s , 
sequencing, memory, 
communication, self-
expression, cooperation, 
impulse control, body awareness, 
rhythm, self accomplishment, and 
team work. 

 Parents know that their 
children are excited to come to 
school because school is a fun 
place!   Their children feel loved 
and nurtured and our highly 
trained and professional teachers 
ensure that their students know 
that the classroom belongs to 
them.  Communicating with 

parents develops the essential 
partnership between school and 
home. 

We run a Jewish preschool and 
kindergarten. While always 
fostering respect for the culture 
and customs of some of our 
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  d i v e r s e 
backgrounds, we do provide a 
curriculum rich in Judaic content 
teaching Jewish values, holidays, 
culture and customs.  Parents 

cannot wait for their child to be 
the “Shabbat child.”  Our 
children learn very quickly that 
Friday is the most special day of 
the week because we can 
celebrate Shabbat. When Cantor 
Samuels joins us and a “chai” 
five is planted upon our hand, 
the smile is left upon the 
children’s faces all day. The 
lifetime of Jewish learning starts 
at 18 months in our school. We 

learn about our Jewish 
symbols and holidays 
through fun hands-on 
activities, songs, foods, and 
stories.  We dip apples in 
honey and hear the shofar 
blow.  We make amends and 
pledge to do better the 
following year.   We have 
snacks and lunch in the CSS 
sukkah.  We perform mitzvot 
and give Tzedakah, all year 
and especially around 

Hanukkah.  We plant trees, 
make hamantashen, masks, and 
groggers with our “special 
person,” bake challah, and make 
charoset.  We learn the four 
questions, celebrate Israel as we 
create Israeli art for the Israeli 
Art Museum, or eat our way 
through Israel by sampling 
Israeli foods.  We perform for a 
packed sanctuary during our 
wonder fu l  and creat ive 

Hanukkah, Purim, and Passover 
shows, and graduation program.   

It is our responsibility to provide 
the most comprehensive educational 
program for our young students.  
CSS Preschool and Kindergarten 
provides all of the components 
necessary to achieve such high 
standards. I look at the children each 
year at graduation and marvel at 
their accomplishments.  I will 
always be found in the kvelling 
section! 

We are very proud of the efforts 
our synagogue undertakes to 
maintain our beautiful building.  
You may have noticed a few new 
changes this year.  When you enter 
through our rear entrance you will 
see our “Walk of Fame.”  This walk 
was designed to welcome visitors to 
our shul while honoring the 
families who have dedicated bricks. 

The installation of a new 
spr inkler system near the 
classrooms improved our building’s 
safety.  Additionally, over the 
summer a massive cleanup effort 
was underway to organize all 
closets and storage areas.  A new 
outdoor shed to hold the snow 
blower, gas cans and other sundries 
completed the reorganization. 

Our handicap bathroom now has 
a changing table to make it easier 
for parents of infants. And our 
ladies room has undergone an entire 
makeover and is completely 
redone! 

Finally, when you visit the 
Sanctuary in the Karff, you will 
observe the Memorial Plaques from 
Beth Emeth have been hung. 

���������
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� o you know that CSS offers a great 
incentive program to save you money and 
all it takes from you is a little shopping?  

Our Scrip Store is an ongoing fund-raising program 
offering certificates (gift cards) to many of our 
neighborhood merchants.  These merchants are local 
stores where you routinely shop.  The annual totals 
from your purchased gift cards are calculated and a 
percentage of that amount is applied toward a 
reduction/credit in your membership dues or 
Preschool tuition.  Scrip makes wonderful gift giving 
ideas for a birthday, anniversary, teacher recognition 
day or any special occasion. 

The Main Office sells Scrip Sunday through 
Friday.  No business is conducted on Shabbat or 
Holidays.  Remember to also read The Scroll and our 
website for specials throughout the year.  It’s easy; 
just stop in or phone, and then you’re on your way to 
great savings. 

Scrip is available from the following stores: 
 

Acme/Shop Rite/Giant 
Best Buy 

Borders and Barnes & Noble 
CVS 

Gap/Old Navy 
Home Depot/Lowes 

Kohls/Kmart/Walmart 
Macy’s/Bloomingdales/Sears 

Bed, Bath & Beyond 
Sunoco 

Mens and Boys Store 
WAWA 
Staples 

Toys “R” Us/Babies “R” Us 
Hundreds of other stores can be special ordered.  

For more information, a complete list of stores and 
denominations, call the Office  at 215-677-1600. 
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�� he CSS PTA is a lot more 
than just  Parents, 
T e a c h e r s  a n d  a n 

A s s o c i a t i o n .   W e  a r e 
a  community of men and women 
who gather together once or more 
a month to talk and become 
friends.   

We talk about the goings on in 
Shul as well as our busy lives 
outside the Synagogue.  We 
discuss the movie that we got to 
watch last night and the shows 
that we regularly watch on 
TV.  We discuss our husbands 
and wives, mothers and fathers 
and sisters and brothers.  We talk 
about the traffic jam that made us 
late and what we plan on doing 
the next time that we have a day 
off.  We talk about our jobs and 
bosses, and our good and bad 

days at work.  We talk about the 
skyrocketing prices at the 
supermarket and that great item 
we got on sale at our favorite 
department store.   

But some of the most 
important items that we discuss 
are our children.  These 
wonderful, loving, sometimes 
difficult little people bring us 
together every Wednesday and 
Sunday.  We tell our friends how 
great our children are doing in 
school, the projects they have to 
complete and the homework they 
don't feel like doing.  We talk 
about the funny thing they said the 
other day and how they drove us 
crazy at the mall.  Our children 
are what bring us together in this 
wonderful organization.  It is for 
them that we spend so much time 

together planning bingos, 
Shabbat dinners, carnivals, 
babysitting nights and a variety 
of fundraisers to support our 
children’s religious educational 
experience.  

We love spending time with 
our friends, but in the end, all of 
our hard work and dedication is 
for our smiling children. 

Jacques continues to find 
innovative programs to engage 
our children with hands-on 
learning programs.  Throughout 
this magazine, you will see 
photos from the World’s Largest 
Dreidel, Hei Class Wedding 
Ceremony, Tu B’Shevat Tree 
plaque and the chocolate 
constructed Ten Commandments 
-- all projects that were supported 
by the help of our PTA parents. 

�� o the Education Committee, CSS means “Communities 
of Shaare Shamayim.”  We are a volunteer group 
which meets monthly and serves as the liaison between 

the Congregation 
and the Religious 
S c h o o l  a n d 
Preschool. 
     Each year, we 
set new goals to 
e n h a n c e  t h e 
q u a l i t y  o f 
education at CSS.   
This past year, we 
d e v i s e d  a n 
incentive program 
t o  i m p r o v e 
attendance and 
punctuality in the 
Religious School.  
We also hosted a 

“Meet and Greet” luncheon with the Religious School Staff, 
and sponsored Teacher Appreciation events for both schools. 

By continuing to support our staff and students, we help to 
enrich the larger Shaare Shamayim community. 
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Shekel Shop 

Mira Brown, Susan Poland, Susan Anmuth, 
Shelly Keeney 

Linda Korsin, Harriet Davis, Lynne Kramer 
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�� ur library is a world filled with treasures 
for your mind.  Whether you are looking 
to do research, acquire knowledge on 

any number of interesting topics, or just hunting 
down a book for some leisure reading, our shelves 
are awaiting your exploration.  We encourage you 
to come in and browse and hopefully find that 
special treasure that will provide you endless 
hours of enjoyment. 

 We have a small but comprehensive array of 
books for the young reader to the adult.  Our 
preschoolers are exposed to story time and the 
excitement of reading, and our youth have access 
to books for homework and research assignments.  
Adults enjoy the opportunity for companionship 
through Book Reviews when discussing their 
latest discovery. 

New books are ordered several times a year, and we make an effort to frequently rotate our books.  Your 
generous donations to the Library Fund help to make our inventory grow. 

Tucked away among the classrooms on the first floor is the door that can open a world of new experiences.   
Happy reading! 
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�� id-life Maniacs began as a Chavurah of 
Congregations of Shaare Shamayim to 
address the needs of our members who 

were at a similar point in their lives.  Children were 
grown and out of the house or on their way.  There 
was more free time for social interactions and a 
desire to reconnect with shul families.  Our 
demographic was not yet ready for the more 
seasoned groups, i.e. Empty Nesters.  We wished to 
participate in a shared spiritual experience.  Friday 
Night Shabbat Dinner and Services became a 
mainstay and has grown to include discussions with 
Rabbi and Mrs. Klein. 

Focusing on the socializing aspect, our group has 
had activities which included bagel brunches, a 

�� ur collective conscience has established 
the intent of raising Jewish children with 
strong, grounded values.  We’ve exposed 

our children through preschool, religious education 
and celebrations of B’Nai Mitzvot to the culture of 
our shul community.  We’ve encouraged them in 
their teen years to engage in the Teen Learning 
Community (TLC) programs and acknowledged the 
value of continuing education at JCHS of Gratz 
College to remind them of their responsibilities in 
the local community. 

As they transition from the teen years to 
adulthood and college life, we want to impart the 
idea that they are an integral part of our CSS family.  
By fostering a connection through sending packages 
of meaningful goodies, we remind our college 
students they are not alone in this journey, we share 
a bond, and we hope for a deeper relationship upon 
their return.  For it is this segment of our population 
which will ultimately define the direction of 
Judaism in America and impact the larger global 
community. 

We are thankful to dedicated parents and 
grandparents who help assemble and mail packages.  
Congregants who want to support this outreach can 
make a contribution to the William and Lois Gross 
Fund and/or purchase Sisterhood’s Barbara Dratch 
cards. 

studio tour of QVC and outings to craft fairs.  
We’ve attended sporting events and intend to keep 
originating new programming to encourage 
expansion of the group. 

The genuine camaraderie and support we derive 
from one another through the ups and downs of life 
have been a real source of comfort.  Since we are a 
small group, we are able to interact with each other 
more easily, and friendship and mutual respect 
develop faster. 

We open our doors and welcome those interested 
in joining this experience.  There is no membership 
fee, and you can call the synagogue office for all 
details.  Continue to watch the weekly e-mails and 
The Scroll  for upcoming events. 

�����
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Our members come from NE Philadelphia, all of 
the surrounding suburbs and even a few from New 
Jersey to be part of our community.  

����

Huntingdon Valley 
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�� ur thanks to all of the volunteers who 
have led or served on committees, helped 
arrange, set up or clean up events, helped 

in the office, did food shopping,  raised money, 
prepared kiddush trays, baked or cooked, built 
massive dreidels, participated in our theater 
production, drove car pools, worked in the gift 
shop, made phone calls, or did any of the other 
million things our volunteers do to support our 
community.  And to our office staff, Carrie, Fran, 
Stacey, Susan and Jill for keeping the Shul running 
smoothly. 

Our gratitude to our minyanairs for your tireless 
dedication.  And to our Clergy for their spiritual 
leadership. 

Todah Rabba to our teachers, TLC and 
Educational Directors for taking such wonderful 
care of our children.    

Your efforts are truly appreciated. 
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�� ur community of members of Empty 
Nesters is comprised of adults whose 
children have grown, and as the name 

implies, “left the nest.”  Although, you might think, 
as the name implies, we are a quiet sedate group, 
nothing could be further from the truth.  We are an 
active, fun-loving  social organization interested in 
spending time together in pursuit of common social 
interests.  We meet about once every other month for 
a Sunday Brunch, with perhaps, entertainment.  We 
also come together for sightseeing trips or 
excursions to the local museums or theaters. 

The entire group collaborates on our year-long 
event planning.  We plan well in advance so 
everyone is able to participate.  There is no initiation 
fee or dues.  All you need is a sincere desire to be 
part of a community who are looking to enhance 
their lives through friendship and social interactions. 

Our community welcomes all. Consider this 
article your invitation. 
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� oy Scout Troop 18 has been in continuous 
existence since 1928.  We are honored to be 
a part of the Shaare Shamayim Community.  

Our goal is to provide local youth with opportunities 
to become responsible citizens, develop leadership 
skills and gain an appreciation of the outdoors. 

One of the requirements for a scout to earn the 
Eagle badge (The highest rank in Scouting) is to lead 
a service project for the community.  Many of our 
Eagle projects have benefited Shaare Shamayim, 
such as helping to set up the Computer Lab, 
transporting the memorial plaques from Beth Emeth, 
and installing the new storage cabinets outside the 
kitchen. 

Boys from ages 6 through 10 can become Cub 
Scouts.  Starting in October, Cub Pack 18 will meet 
every Tuesday evening from 7:15 PM – 8:15 PM.  
Boy Scouts range from 11 through 18 and meet every 
Thursday evening at 7:30 PM.  Also young men & 
women from 14 through 21 can join Venture Crew 
18. 

If you know of a young person that is interested in 
Scouting, contact Michael Gilman (member of 
congregation) at 215-677-5332. 
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1 Men's Club Board Meeting
Executive Board Meeting

4 Selichot Program: A Hero in Heaven 
8 Preschool Meet and Greet

Erev Rosh Hashana
9 Rosh Hashana Day 1

10 Rosh Hashana Day 2
12 Religious School Begins

Sukkah Building
13 Preschool Begins
15 TLC Sukkah Decorating

Congregation Board Meeting
17 Kol Nidre
18 Yom Kippur
19 Sukkah Decorating

PTA Meeting
Men's Club Opening Affair

20 Education Committee Meeting
21 Sisterhood General Meeting
22 Erev Sukkot
23 Sukkot Day 1
24 Sukkot Day 2
25 Sukkot Luncheon

Team Ruach Sleepover
26 PTA Meeting

Empty Nesters trip to Longwood Gardens
27 Hadassah General Meeting

Confirmation Family Dinner
28 Preschool Back to School Night

Sisterhood Board Meeting
30 Shmini Atzeret

Simchat Torah Reception & Parade of Flags

1 Simchat Torah  
4 Hadassah Board Meeting
6 Men's Club Executive Board Meeting
8 MLM Dinner

10 PTA Meeting
Religious School "Back to School Day"

12 Sisterhood General Meeting
13 Rabbi's Sisterhood weekly class begins - 

Women in the Bible
Gratz first Wednesday night class
TLC Pizza & Schmooze
Executive Board Meeting
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15 Bet/Gimel Shabbaton
18 Hadassah Lunch and Learn

Education Committee Meeting
20 Bloomingdale's Shopping Benefit

Sisterhood  Book Review & Luncheon
21 Bloomingdale's Shopping Benefit
23 Havdallah at Alverthorpe Park 
24 Men's Club Meet the Candidates Brunch
26 Sisterhood Board Meeting
27 TLC Pizza & Schmooze

Congregation Board Meeting
30 Klezmer Concert

1 Hadassah Board Meeting
3 TLC Acharai

Men's Club Executive Board Meeting
4 Sisterhood General Meeting
5 Sisterhood Shabbat
6 PTA Secret Shop Set-up
7 PTA Secret Shop   
9 Sisterhood Bingo

10 Men's Club NYC Trip
Executive Board Meeting

14 PTA Meeting
15 Hadassah General Meeting

Education Committee Meeting
16 Preschool Secret Shop

Men's Club Paid-up Membership Dinner
17 Preschool Secret Shop

TLC Pizza & Schmooze
Congregation Board Meeting

19 MLM Dinner
21 Empty Nesters Brunch
23 Sisterhood Board Meeting
25 Thanksgiving
30 Men's Club Board Meeting

1 Hanukkah First Candle
3 Preschool Hanukkah Show

TLC Retreat
6 Annual Hanukkah Celebration

Hadassah Board Meeting
8 Preschool Game Day

Sisterhood Dessert & Craft Event
TLC Pizza & Schmooze
Executive Board Meeting

10 Aleph Consecration
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12 PTA Meeting
14 Sisterhood Paid-up Membership Dinner
19 Men's Club General Meeting Brunch
20 Hadassah Lunch and Learn

Education Committee Meeting
22 TLC Pizza & Schmooze

Congregation Board Meeting
23 PTA Bingo
28 Sisterhood Board Meeting

1 New Year's Day
3 Hadassah Board Meeting
5 TLC & Returning College Students Program

Men's Club Executive Board Meeting
Religious School Resumes

7 MLM Dinner
9 PTA Meeting

11 Sisterhood Baby Shower
12 Executive Board Meeting
15 Team Ruach Tu B'Shevat Sleepover
16 Empty Nesters Brunch
20 Tu B'Shevat
23 Men's Club General Meeting Brunch
24 Hadassah General Meeting

Education Committee Meeting
25 Sisterhood Board Meeting
26 Congregation Board Meeting
30 MLM Dinner

2 Men's Club Executive Board Meeting
6 PTA Hoagie Sale
7 Hadassah Board Meeting
8 Sisterhood General Meeting
9 Executive Board Meeting

11 Daled/Hei Retreat
MLM Dinner

13 Men's Club General Meeting Brunch
14 Hadassah Lunch and Learn
16 CSS Florida Reunion
22 Sisterhood Board Meeting
23 Congregation Board Meeting
25 Aleph Shabbaton
27 PTA Meeting
28 Education Committee Meeting

2 Men's Club Executive Board Meeting
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4 Shabbat Across America
6 Annual Red Cross Blood Drive
7 Hadassah Board Meeting
8 Sisterhood General Meeting
9 Executive Board Meeting

13 All Arms Event
15 Sisterhood Bingo
18 Preschool Purim Parade and Show
19 Purim Carnival Set-up
20 Family Megillah Reading

Purim Carnival  
21 Hadassah General Meeting

Education Committee Meeting
22 Sisterhood Board Meeting
23 Congregation Board Meeting
25 MLM Dinner
26 Casino Night

4 Hadassah Dollars for Scholars Luncheon
6 Men's Club Executive Board Meeting

11 Hadassah Board Meeting
Education Committee Meeting

12 Sisterhood General Meeting
13 Executive Board Meeting
15 Preschool Passover Show and Seder
18 Passover 1st Seder
19 Passover 1st Day
21 Passover BBQ
27 Congregation Board Meeting
28 Sisterhood Board Meeting
29 Men's Club Family Shabbat Service & 

Dinner

1 Yom HaShoah
2 Hadassah Board Meeting
3 Preschool Scholastic Book Fair
4 Sisterhood Book Review and Luncheon

Men's Club Executive Board Meeting
8 Yom Haatzmaut Program
9 Yom Haatzmaut   

10 Sisterhood General Meeting
11 Men's Club NYC Trip

Executive Board Meeting
15 PTA Elections Meeting
16 Hadassah General Meeting

Education Committee Meeting
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�� ever has there been an easier way to stay 
connected to your synagogue family.  
With our ability to reach you by phone, 

website, e-mail or snail-mail, there is no reason for 
you to be left out of the “loop.”  An essential 
ingredient of building a strong, vibrant community 
is the dialogue and flow of information among all 
parties.  It is crucial to establishing a means of 
keeping our congregation informed at all times. 

Our monthly newsletter, The Scroll, is published 
10 times a year and mailed to all members.  The 
Scroll contains articles from the Rabbi, President of 
CSS, and every Arm of the synagogue.  It includes 
donation acknowledgements, B’Nai Mitzvot 
announcements, and postings for Preschool, 
Religious School and TLC events. 

Additionally, each week we e-mail a newsletter 
to those who have registered an e-mail address with 
the office.  This e-mail highlights the most current 
news and upcoming programs, times for services 
and lighting candles, and other timely information.  
E-mail notices and automated phone calls will also 
be utilized to notify congregants of a death and 
details of funeral arrangements.  We also keep you 
informed of those members who are in need of get-
well wishes.  Please be sure the office has your 
latest e-mail address so you don’t miss out on 
these invaluable communiqués. 

And since any successful line of communication 
works both ways, you may reach the office at 
office@shaareshamayim.org and the Preschool 
office at preschool@shaareshamayim.org for all 
questions or concerns. 
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Confirmation Classes

Adult Ed:  Biblical roots of the Arab/Israeli confl ict
Adult Ed:  Introduction to Judaism for interfaith
         families and perspective conversion 
         candidates

Lunch and Learn:  1 Shul, 2 Rabbis and 
                                 1 Great Lunch!

Adult Ed:  A One Man Purim Show

Adult Ed:  Elijah- Why is this Prophet Different?

18 Men's Club General Meeting Brunch
20 MLM Dinner

Scholar in Residence Weekend
22 Lag B'Omer

50th Anniversary Celebration
Israel Independence Day Celebration

24 Sisterhood General Meeting
25 Sisterhood NYC Trip

Congregation Board Meeting
30 Memorial Day
31 Sisterhood Donor Dinner

1 Men's Club Board Meeting
Executive Board Meeting

5 Empty Nesters Brunch
8 Shavuot

Confirmation Services
10 Preschool Graduation
12 Hei Graduation and last day of Religious 

School
14 Sisterhood Installation
15 Men's Club Closing Affair: Beef N'Beer
20 Education Committee Meeting
21 Sisterhood Board Meeting
22 Congregation Board Meeting
26 TLC Annapolis Trip

6 Men's Club Board Meeting
10 Congregation Picnic
12 TLC - JRA and Goldstein House
25 Men's Club Trip to Catskills
26 Sisterhood Board Meeting

9 Tisha B'Av
TLC JRA packing and Goldstein House

10 Executive Board Meeting
23 Sisterhood Board Meeting
24 Congregation Board Meeting
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Monday through Friday Mornings  
6:40 A.M. and 7:30 A.M. 

 
Saturday Mornings  

Traditional Service 9:00 A.M. 
Conservative Service 9:30 A.M. 

 
Sunday Mornings 8:00 A.M. 

 
Sunday through Thursday 

 Evenings 7:45 P.M. 
 

Friday, Saturday and Holiday  
Evening Services at Sunset 
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Levin Optometric Associates 
 

GLENN S. LEVIN, O.D. 
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301 York 
Road 
Suite 106 
Warminster, PA 18974 

www.levineyes.com 

Phone: 215-442-9255 
Fax: 215-442-9257 

A PRACTICE LIMITED TO ENDODONTICS 
 

JAY M. GOLDBERG, D.D.S. 
STEVEN B. FLEISCHMAN, D.D.S. 

MICHAEL J. BARKAN, D.M.D. 
EDWARD S. ABRAMS, D.M.D. 
TODD M. SCHULTZ, D.M.D. 

MATTHEW J. WALTERS, D.D.S. 
 

NORTHEAST PHILADELPHIA 
2137 Welsh Road 

Suite 3-A 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 

215-969-1222 
Fax: 215-969-1233 

 
OXFORD VALLEY / LANGHORNE 

825 Town Center Drive 
Suite 105 

Langhorne, PA 19047 
215-750-5200 

Fax: 215-750-5203 
WWW.ENDODONTICSLIMITEDPC.COM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May everyone in the Congregations of 
Shaare Shamayim be inscribed for a 
year of good health and happiness 
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2137 Welsh Road, Suite 2A 
Welsh Road & Roosevelt Blvd. 

Philadelphia, PA  19115 
(215) 676-0717 

301 North York Road  Suite 102 
Warminster, PA 18974 

(215) 672-5515 

Daniel B. Schneider, D.D.S. 
Arnold L. Freedman, D.D.S. 

Jonathan S. Friedman, D.M.D. 
and Associates 

<<<)>�&"$'$3!%:2�&#"��2)�$? �

Philadelphia Office: 
215.439.0192 

Website: 
PrazFacilities.com 

eMail: 
rspak@prazfacilities.com 
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Paul and Daniel Borine 

Courtesy of Darling Photographer 
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 READ HEBREW AMERICA is the ideal way to 
learn how to follow synagogue services, to be more 
involved in your children's Jewish education, or 
simply to enhance your own ties to Judaism. These 
five FREE hour and a half lessons are available for 

beginners. 
 
Call the Shaare Shamayim 

office to register. 
Sunday mornings at  

10:30 A.M. 
Beginning in October. 

Congregations of Shaare Shamayim Gratefully 
Thanks All of The Advertisers in Our Annual 

Magazine. 
 

Their advertising investment makes the printing 
of this magazine possible.  We encourage 

congregants, relatives, associates and friends to 
give our advertisers every opportunity to earn 

your business. 
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Sun-Thurs: 2:00pm-10:00pm | Fri:12:00pm-4:00pm 
Saturday after Shabbos 
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HOLY REDEEMER MEDICAL BLDG. 
1650 HUNTINGDON PIKE, #150 
MEADOWBROOK, PA 19046 WILLS EYE INSTITUTE 

840 WALNUT STREET 
PHILADLEPHIA, PA 19107 
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Let us impress you with a new look! 
RESIDENTIAL  �  COMMERCIAL 
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12 GREAT REASONS 
TO CALL US: 

1. Owner Operated 
2. Fully Licensed & Insured 
3. Reasonable Prices 
4. Courteous & Reliable 

Service 
5. All In-House Craftsmen 
6. Guaranteed quality 
7. Written References 
8. Celebrating our 24th year 
9. Shop at Home Service 
10. Hundreds of colors, 

Patterns & Textures 
11. Free Estimates 
12. Staffed Showroom 
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7727 Germantown Avenue 

(215) 247-0220 

HARDWOOD SPECIALISTS 
· New Installations 
· Repairs & Restorations 
· Sanding & Refinishing 
· Custom Design Work 
· Buff & Wax 
· Dust Control Systems to protect your  

household goods 
· Hardwood Floors Refinished Like New 
· Borders, Inlays, Stairs 
· Serving All Suburbs 

Monsanto Wear-Dated 
Anso Worry-Free Dupont 
Royal Dutch Americraft 
Walden Northwood 

Wall to Wall 
High Quality 
Remnants 

Telephone: (215) 947-6660  Fax: (215) 947-7425 
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8013 Castor Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 

215-342-3005 
www.lipkinsbakery.com 

Trays for all Occasions 
Assorted Danish & Pastries 

“Home of Mitch’s Delicious Knishes” 



 



Email: rovnerr@dial-law.com 
 

There are 17 lawyers to serve you which includes my son Steven, my brother  
Howard, Jeffrey Schmidt, and Cheryl Wolf Applebaum, some of whom are members of the 

congregation.   
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